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NEW TAX SYSTEM 1

General Assembly Adjourns Af-'
, ter Busy Scenes in Both

Branches.

FIX BANK STOCK TAX AT $1.50;
£House Adopts Stearnes Resolu-.
tion Criticizing Low Assess¬
ment of Railroad Property.

I'ln- special session of tin* 'ienera 1
AHecmhlv, . f<»!' tin- purpose of
Te Visl nir the tax code of the State, w:ih

brought t«i ;i close % ist<¦ ruay :i f t.

noon. the I louse .if Iu )i jj.-it. « adjourn¬
ing xiti- .! i«? it t *. ::t0 o'clock and tin-
Sena to n?i hour . a i 1 .< r

'I'll'' new system of taxation. the
partial M>»;roKation system hi the
makiuK of w 11 i»¦ 11 (loviTiii.r Stuart l'i
I 0|,,'Cl|i'd to Wi'bbd dominant
11' II Ut' lll'l', Im COIIIOh I 111 Ml " I i.'I t c | y ff ;-
"V- The segregation badci:- s;iy that
the 111jiit Is fin from Ju l fee:< d. that
the l.' ^Lsl.itur" at Hi!h sp. ial session
men I ¦. laid tii«- foundations foi tax
reform. I.*|>oii these foundations suc¬
ceeding I.ejrislatures ;tr< expected t«i
build t^radnally until tin- scheme of
taxation Is revised so a« to l.tiiiK about
the n< arem possible approach to ;t 1
Ixdtion of taxes ami other needed re-,
forms
i. \vr or t\ \ >ii:asi kks

si-: vr TO «.o\ I'.itnok
The last of the mi .txtit-'-s p'-rtalnlni.'

to taxaMoi passed by t'.<- . ;< neral As-
s"inbl\ w»*r. .<vt lo <; . r 11 < i Stuait
lor his Mnnatur< la I l-'rida y To wiv-
tin- «',ov< I not ample t i tix* lo . >; :i 11J i:
the bill* till- two bl ail' ll' S Voted all
. \ t 'mi s ion ».f tlw sp. i a 1 s'-yslon six
days Heitcc, fur this w«.k tin-
Islature will temnin in constructive
h«*8Kion. The ollicers of both houses
and some, of the members of the two!
branches will In* at the Capitol .-ach
day duiliiK tin- week.

Musiness w:iM couiplrt.il both
branches of the 1.1 »|v|;,!iir' with the
. lose of tii" motnlr.n sessions y. <t. r-

day. The afternoon sessions were <!.¦-
voted . #» t) usual comJ111111"r.t:i <...
. hitiiK-s and \ ib ii-torx sp» *¦¦ h* ¦-

Mntt-rs ,f Un Is la t trenernl In¬
terest disposed of finally y.-sterd;: i:i-
I luded the defeat <>[ t}.. Toll- iatid
r«*»flntry hill in the S.na t-. afi-i
and passed the House by an overwhelm¬
ing- majority. The action ..f ti e sn,-
ate oti this mejisui'i was a ", i 11 dis-
appointment to the House, More than]
half the counties 'if the State were

prepared to adopt the Torre ns svstem.
nnd aJtnost wry <*it > had asked f,,t u
through tlielr respective representa -

lives in the H>.uh«'
T.\ \ ON IIA.VK STUCK*!

I'l\i:i> \T .Vt.r.li il A \ Ml I M
>f .it Interest to hanker.- and

tinai. s was the passai-V of |)n tiai k
bill, which fixes tii! State :;.x n l ank
Mock at U'. cents, while Kivini: to the
localities authority to |e% .. ;i t.-x not
excelling >1.1". Tlr.s means a n-ilu1-
t on or :!;. inaxhi 'im tax prescrib-d :i:

t!i<-original bai.k bill lr..into
J i.:.o.
Another n.¦ m¦ ir.- of w. le publ.. it,

I "rest 'V.'ts 11. . public scrv;r> <or[>'>!a-
tioi.s fian-'h's. tax The ll" is. «r. .i|

T t iia y to t)i coiif't't :.ce oi:. la 11
tee's report, which fixes the franchise
tax to .. assessed ai-'.tiusl : ... ^ros.s
receipts of railroad and st* aiiibo.,' .-i

fiorat ons t 1 1 -> pi r cent. com-
promise "II III" Ste.M'lies Mlieti.hu. lit.
\!'hi'!i calleil for a tax o! 1 1 ; percent.
Th appropriation of :.<>>, for f,..

.xpensi'K <>:' tii.- Itichmond l.i«ht In-'
t-'itrx I'lu. im their oiit"lnfilat. d
trip to fhe I 'n nama -1 'aclfic Interna-
t'Oiia! K>:jiosii on. Sari l-'ran. isco wlii. h
pass. tile I'. two da's auo \>.»
coricurred in b\ T !;.. Senate The fer-
t lli'.i r tax bill, f..i the fa.te of which
in the S.'tiat. tlieie was ur:n- appi.-
I.elision, was also passed in the .-losinu
hours of ti.. sessi
t IIM 11 II "I i:i; Of not s f

TO \TTCMI I. \ I M HIM.
S pi a k er Cox > .-terday named the!

. oniin11tee that will ;ic oni|>aii.\ him to i

Newfiort N"e\\s wsini.'is the iaunch-
in" of the L'inte.l States battleshifi
l'.'iins\ lvania next Tuesday. The com-!
t it'-. Will I..- the U nests of the Xew
port News Sli: pbnildi iif; and I »rv I lock
Company on that occasion, together j
with c.ovi riicr Stuaii and l.ieiitcnant-
iiovi rnor l-:il\ son. The House commit-
I".' which will r.'pri's' nt the C.-n. ra 1

sen,Ms of Viruini". at the launch-'
in 14 consists of the followiim: I >eb.
Kates Kent, of Halifax; Stick, of 1'r.d-
rick: Stephenson, of Math: Weaver,!

of Warren, and Speaker Cox.
At the morning: session the two!

branches passed a bill appropriating
f I.sail for clerical help in the oflice of
the A tlorney -i Jenera 1.

My the adoption of a resolution of-
fereil by |icle>rate I'aue. of Albemarle,
'he Mouse went on record as disap
provinR- of the method of taxinir rail-
road property employed by the State!
Corporation Commission. The resolu¬
tion recites, in effect, thai railroad
property is now underassesscd for tax-
ation, and tJiat "tiie State Corporation
Commission lias misconstrued ami inis-
interpreted the meanim;" of those sec¬
tions of the State < 'oust it lit ion which
provide for the assessment of railroad
property. The hope is expressed in the
resolution that the commission will
value railway riiihts of way and realtj
1'clotiKinif to railways so that it will
receive only the consideration jjiven to
the real estate owned hy individuals.
The resolution is, in a sense, an ad¬

verse criticism of the present policy
of the State Corporation Commission
with reference to its dealings with the
properties of the railroad corporations.
M\\> < ll.\\<;i:s KM'HCTKII

l\ \K.\T HOI SI',
A feature of the closing session of

the House was the .announcement of
Speaker Cox that hi- not only would
not he a candidate for re-election, hut
thnt ho proposed to retire from public
life and devote himself to the practice
of law. Several other members of the
Kichmond delegation have stilted at
"""

(Continued on Sixth I'aKC.)

THEY'RE ALL REPRESENTED
New t iirk ( It)'* \ru DlrecJor.v AiIiIm

Materially to Vniiir l)lvcr*it<>.

I Special to Tin Times-1 dspulch.)
NKW Y«»HK, March I :t. N.w York's

new city directory for Hll.1 Is out. The
book l.sts l.l,,l,|i"<) names of individuals,
and kIvch the population of Hreater
New York as IT.
The tiew directory has added mate¬

rially to the name diversity. |-*or in¬
stance, it has Kdtut Honey. .Merry I'lnm.
Josephine I 'ret t y, Jessie siiKiir, Gladys
< 'herry. lamina Jewel, .\nu lla Sweet and
Cecelia Syrup.
There is a Jeaunctte, Jack and Kanny

. Sill, not to mention two .lack Homers
and a couple of Ionics running an em¬
ployment oillce.

In the l.ower Kast Side, below Kour-
t...-IIth Street, which the d 1 rectory says
Is Hie most populous area in the world,
with as many people as Hclnware,
Nevada. Arizona and Alaska, are 13S
I'erlmutters <»11 . of them .Maurice.and
fourteen Potashes, hut not one Abe.

Ii is getting so people avoid popular
names. There are live Hues. without
one John, and nlnejy-three Hoes, and
no Hit 'hard. Nin»; . 'hicks are ineludeil.
hut only one .''hicketi. His name is
(I'.-oritc, a chemist.

iii<Tt atwelve fjeorire Washing-
tons. thirty-six John Adams, two John
Ciuincy Adams, five Thomas Jeffersons
ami mie Ahram Uncolii. .t paymaster.

PACKERS DEMAND FAVORS
Cost* Western Itoittlis Xi.OOll.OOU n Unr

tt» I'rotlile Speehtl Kncllll len.
'."I I K'A< «rt. Mi r<h IX.. It costs West-

-r11 railroad" <1 <hhi.hi..> year to pro-
\id- spt r ial fat ilii ¦ «- in the meat
pat-ki i s fin the 11 ansporiati'Hi <if
meats. although this outla.\ vi-lds the
railroads nothing;, according to I-:. A.1 .eland, chairman of the Southwestern
tariff committee, who testified to-day
a* the Interstate Commerce Cominls-

f.n's hearlim of the Western in.il-
i " ids' pi titioi 'or hie he r rates

M". I .eland "aid the pa.-leers shifted
th.., business to the t a 11 roads whit i
vave them the service t,hev asked.
1 ia iisporta tio:i ..f packtiiK-house prod¬
ucts, }|. saitl, old not hear its share »,f
th" maintenance of railroads, ami it
was upon thl* contention that Hie rail¬
roads had asked for an irc-rcase for
the haiillnu of meats. It would n .

tjuin- a ct-M-ral int ri-ase of :: l. j cents
on this commoditi to equal!/." it with
other rates. Mr. l.elaml asserted

A tlo7.t-n attorneys, re pr-sen IS iiir the
packer" ii. t airauo .'maha, I-'ort
W <ift ami Kansas Cit> . wet. prcsen:
to oppose the proposed increases.

JONES SUCCEEDS TITTMAN
\ Plttiin tetl Super I n It* n ile nt of t oust nml

(.eotlefle Sttr\c\.

WASH INt IT' >N, March 1 :t Krncst
I.eHtei lories, deputy iish comiiiis-
s Io 11 .. r, to da> wis a ppointed siipetin-

n' o ( the t u;,,it ami iji-utleiic Sur¬
vey. ati'Tf.'illnp O H Ti11man, who re-
S IT II ftl e;»t . .. (.

I"'. II I Moo~v. of 1'eiinsylvania.
imw in ili> l-'isherit s llureau. was ap-
|io:nteil th-put> t-oiiinit.ssloif r

H 1. I'arh, an assistant in the
I'oast ami Geodetic Survey, has been
chi-st-n t. i ass.slant s ipt-rint ..ntlcnl. it,
plac. of 1*1 a n't W. I'trkjtis. who also
res.uned.

I o K I.ester Junes, of i 'a Ipept r. Va.
tin tu-w superintendent of the United
Slates t'oast and Geodctic Survey, has
for two years he( n deputy commis¬
sioner of tish and fisheries under the
»e pa . : mi nt of t 'oiriii'l. ||. was one

of the oriitiiiitl Wilson supporters in
V i-Kiiiia. and om of the tirst men m
II State to I..- i ectmni/.ed by the Wil¬
son administration Yesterday's ap¬
point meet was in recess, ami will at
the l.ejrinning of the next session of
Cotmress he sent to the Senate for
conlirmation.

SERVICE NOT CURTAILED
I'oHt-tMllee i:\pt-ntllltires to lie lleltl

Within Mil.-, \ ppropriut ion.

WASIII.NiiTnN March 1 rt -Failure
ol the lull', post-otticc appropriation
hill to pass < 'ongress will not result
in cut tailmen| of the service or reduc¬
tion of ill. workitiK force. I'ostmaster-
< I.. nt*raI I'.nrlcson announced ttt-day,
recent ailjusttnt'tits of the postal ser¬
vice and a c. neral campaign of
economy h,nun two years auro having
made it possible to hold expenditures
within the IItotal.

Daniel i". Koper. First Assistant
I'ost master-C.wm-ral, saitl the cstimatetl
declitie In postal revenues because of
the Kuropean war had been considered
in etfectin.K' reail just nieiits, but that
there was no foundation in reports that
many post-ofJieo employees would suf¬
fer reduction of salary oi loss of posi¬
tion. Channes contemplated alreadyhad been made, he saitl. and not only
would rural patrons continue to re¬
ceive delivery, hut that service would
be extended as rapidly as possible.

POINCARE VISITS MAUNOURY
Confers Mllitnr* lletlul I poii \\oiinilnl

(irnerul.

PAItlS. March 13.. President Poln-
care called late yesterday on General
Michael Maunonry, wounded while in¬
specting a Herman trench, and at the
request of Hencral .luff re, conferred
upon him a military medal.
The 1ml let which struck (Jener.il

Maunoury destroyed his left eye and
broke his Jaw. lie has no fever, and
is In Kood spirits. Ills condition is
said by suoreons to he excellent, and
no complications are feared.

(¦cneral de Villaret. wounded at the
same lime, was struck in the forehead,
and a trepanning operation was per¬
formed successfully yesterday. llis
condition causes no anxiety.

BOY ACQUITTED OF MURDER
Dewey I lemlerMoii Made I'len of Self-

DefetiMc In lieorjsln Court.

ATLANTA, OA., March 13..Dewey
Ilendersoit, lifteen years old, ^late to¬
day was acquitted of murder by a jury
in Fulton County Superior Court. It
was charged tluft Henderson, a lad in
knee trousers, stubbed and killed
Homer Thompson, eighteen, during a

tight several months iiro. The boy
pleaded aelf-dcfensc.

Responsibility for Sinking Frye
Likely to Be Placed on His

Shoulders.

OFFICIALS ARE CONFIDENT

Washington Believes Voluntary
Reparation Will Be Made for

Loss of Vessel.
I .

tt AS1IIN«;t« >.\\ March III.- (iermany
probably will repudiate the action <>r
the captain of tlx* I'rinz Kit* I Fried-
rich in HinUirm !»..> American ship Wil-
liatn I*. J-'rye and make reparation for'
the loss of t!i<- vessel and carno. in
the opinion of officials here
.'ount von llernstorff. flie (iermau

ambassador, after a visit to the State
department to-day, indicated that he!
believed the case would be settled
without much difficult' lie told
. 'ounselor l.aiiHiny what th< captain of.
the I'rinse Kltel had tolil Captain1
Hoy Kd, naval attache of the < ierinnii
embassy, as t<. th< sinking of the
American ship, but the ambassador re- j
served his own opinion on the com-
iic iders action, say inn he had tio in-
strret ions fr om hi.- iJoverntnei.t.

' 'aplain Thler-ic h»iis. of the I'rinss
Kltel. informed Captain lioy-Kd that
his only iruioe wiilb1 at sea for malty
months, and thus *.ut of cotnmuiiica-
tion with bis government. was the}1'ec.'aration of Kondon. This would
pe mil the destrtn tion of a neutral
prize ir carryinn a cargo more than
half < f which could be proved to be
ccntrahand. provided it was,impossible
to lake t he vessel to a home port with-
out . 'idanuerint; the captor warship.
HAN DKKIMOI) rrs VIKWS

SIM-K Ol 'I'llIII'.A Iv OK M All
Since war s outbreak, < iermany has i

delitn d Its views on shipments of con-i
ditlonal contraband, and contended jthat foodstuffs must be proved to be i
bound actually to the belligerent
fores of an enemy be|'..i,- they can be'
seized.

I lie 11ermi' :i ambassador" se111 :i> his,
to* eminent a full report of the story !
of the «!. unan captain and the reasons,
for tli- latter's action.

It was said on pood authority that!
in bis report to his government the'
ambassador pointed out that, while the'
captain acted as best he could under
tiie circumstances, heinu ignorant of
the status of the contraband situation,
this I.n t would uoL affect the necessity

| f"! Hi'" payineitt of damages and the

4.<)/- .t'-J'-U-aliytt 'JjguwiMU
government. though it would* be an
important factoi in relit ying the »'Oiu-
matiib i from personal liability.
^ Sewell. of Hath, Me., owner of

t!i»! I ry c, and Caplain H. II. PCieiine,
its ski).per. conferred with oillcials of
tlie treasury and State 1 >epartmeii ts!
The captain wave in detail his story
of the sinking of the Frye, and he
turned ov«r to tli* American uovern¬
ment copies of the papers of his ship.
The 'b iiiian captain withiield the orig-
inaIs. in accord witii his rights tinder
inte national law. State Department

j ollicials said, Captain Klehne left lo-
n:uh.t for his home in ltaltiiuore.
Counselor Kansiug said nothing had

been brought to his attention which
had not already been disclosed in press
report- Captain Kiehn.-, Mr. l.ansini:
s:;id. had asserted that the Kitel Fried,
i .eh came north on a course far out to
sea. and turned due w est into Newport
News because of a .ack of provisionsI and the need for repairs.
Utr.VIION tl|-' IIXMU.KS

l< IIIS( I SSKII HKIKKKY
I lie question of damages was dis-

cussed briefly, but neither the owner
of the Frye nor State department of¬
ficials would indicate that if the sink¬
ing of the Frye was proved to be an
aggravated case, punitive damages in
addition to the value of the ship and
cargo might be asked. They pointed
out. however, that Knglnnd paid ITS
per cent punitive damages in the
famous Alabama case during the Civil
War.
State I>epartnicnt ollicials said the

next step would be the drafting of a
formal claim, which could not be corn-
pleted until definite information hail
been received from owners of the

,caigo. As yet tin- department knows
very little of the consignees or persons
to whom the cargo was said to have
been sold while en route and condi-
lions of the sale. As soon as that data
is obtained the case will be ready for
presentation to Cermany. Some of¬
ficials, however, believe it was likely
that some word would bo received be-
for.- that from the Ccrman Foreign
Oflice offering voluntary settlement of!
the case.

Although Navy Department ollicials
had under consideration the time to be
Kiven tlie I'rinz Kitel for repairs, iiu
announcement was made. At the State
department it was said all neutrality
phases of tin- case practically had
heen disposed of.
The report thai two (Icrinans taken

off the American ship Krye had been
held by the commander of the I'rinz
Kite! for further military service was
brought to the attention of Counselor
l.anshiK. who said tlie Stale IVpart-
ment had been informed that tin' men
were <ierman subjects, and had volun¬
tarily enlisted in the commerce de¬
stroyer's crew.

IlKIt I.I \ N HW'SI'A I'l '.IIS
IJIVH STOHV I'liOUIMON'CK

l!KIU;IN. Mar<h 11! < by wireless to
Sayville). Itcrlln newspapers Rivemuch space to the report from NewportNews telling of the arrival there of the
I'rinz Kitcl Kriedrich.

* Much prominence is (jiven a London
dispatch saying American public opin¬ion Is wrought up on account of the
destruction of the William I'. Krye by
the Kit el.

In the absence of definite or oflicial
information, no comment on the inci¬
dent is made by any of the newspapers.

ASUKVIIXK. "I.AXI* or TIIK SKY."
itn<l Uier Western North Carolina resorts,
pitr.toularly Inviting lii eurly sprlnK. Varied
outdoor sports. Kxtremely low fares. K\-
< elleni service. 'Southern llullwuy. Apply
U07 Kuat Main.

0

Some Characters in Newport News Scene of Maritime Drama

WBm

o

Speaker <"o\ Will Name Other .Mem¬
bers f.r Chichester Commit-

tee To-.Morrow.

M.AV SIT IN l'KKI)i:iUCKSIU'K<>

Committee lias Broad Powers and
Liberal Control of Funds.Will
lieport to Next Session of <»en-
eral Assembly.

Speaker Fdwin P. Cox. of the Mouse
of Delega'fs, will announce probably
to-morrow the personnel of the spe¬
cial committee that will investigate the
charges of Itelegate S. I*. I'owell
against Judge It. II. b. Chichester, of
the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit.
Among the House members y«*st.-r-

ilay it was a popular forecast that at
least threi', ami probably. four, . t' the
committee of live will be Chosen from
the body of lawyers, and that Walter
Tansill Oliver, chairman of the I'nurts
of Justice Committer, will head the
list of the Speaker's appointees.
Vested with almost the broad powers

of a court of law, the investigating
committee lias authority to compel the
attendance of witnesses, and to employ
methods of probing to which even a

court may not have recourse. The com¬

mittee has the powers of a grand jury,
and in the examination of witnesses is
not restricted bv the laws of evidence
that circumscribe the scope of inquiry
in a law court.

.NO I.IMIT is l'|.\« i:i> ON
l-'.XI'KMMTI ItKS OK ( O>1 MITTKH

Under the terms of the resolution
creating the committee and ordering
the investigation, the expenditure of
funds for all purposes necessary to the
quest for evijh nee is authorized, and
no limit is placed <>u such expenditures.
The committee is given wide discre¬
tionary powers, and may fix the time
and place for all hearings and act upon
its own discretion in the matter of ac¬

cepting or rejecting lists of witnesses
offered by either the Spotsylvania l»cle-
gate <>r the jurist he accuses.

The committee may ocnline its in¬
quiry t-» the written charges tiled by
.Mr. I'owell or follow up such new lines
of evidence as may develop from the
testimony of witnesses. Discussing the
matter informally yesterday, Delegate
Powell expressed the desire .hat the
committee sit in the courthouse in
Spotsylvania County. Mr. Oliver is
said to favor holding the first sessions
of the committee in Fredericksburg.
Mr. I'owSell will go to Spotsylvania
County to-morrow and begin at once

the task of assembling the evidence
with which he hopes to sustain his
charges.
While the written charges now be¬

fore the House are regarded by some
of the ablest members of that body
as nims.v, vague and indefinite, the

(Continued on Second Page.)

THAW FACES NEW FIGHT !

TO SEND HIM TO ASYLUM
Kndless Litigation In Sight Follow¬

ing Acquittal for Conspiracy in
Kscapiug Front Mat teawan.

MONDAY SKT l-Olt .AKUl'MKNT

in Meantime Prisoner Occupies His
Old Cell in Tombs Prison.Four
Coconspirators Also Freed by Jury
and Discharged.
NKW YOU K, March 13..Marry K.

Tlnw, acquitted to-day of conspiracy
in escaping'from Matteawan, faced to¬
night a renewal of the determined ef-

I forts of New York Stat.- to send him
hack to the asylum. In his cell in the
Tomhs in* was enthusiastic. His
keepers said In- was whistling: like a

hoy, and seemed to he the happiest
man in the city.
Almost endless litigation seemed to

We iii sight as the result of the verdict,
The words of acquittal had scarcely
died on Foreman Malley's lips when
Deputy Attorney-Genera 1 Cook moved
to have Thaw recommitted to Mattea-
wan. Tills was opposed hy John It.
Stanclifield. chief of Thaw's counsel, on

jthe ground that the court already had
under advisement a motion to return
Thaw to New Hampshire, whence he
came, to answer the conspiracy charge.
The motion was renewed, and Supreme

j Court Justice Page set Monday for
argument thereon.
oc< riMr.s oi.D <-1:i.i.

IN* TOMHS Pit I SON'
In the meantime, Thaw occupies his

old cell in Tomhs Prison, the cell in
which lie was locked during the months
from the night he shot and killed Stan-
ford While, nearly nine years ago, to
his removal to Matteawan.
.Thaw's four aids in his whirlwind

automobile (light through four States
from Matteawan to Canada were ac¬
quitted hy the same verdict which ac¬
quitted Thaw, and were discharged.
Deputy At torney - General Kennedy,
while satisfied with the verdict in so far
as it related to Thaw, said that he had
expected a conviction of Thaw's accom¬
plices.
An appeal from Justice Page's de¬

cision in the motion to return Thaw to
Matteawan was regarded almost as a

certainty, regardless of what the de¬
cision might he. The ease, therefore
seemed likely to remain in the courts
for months before final decision.

P.eforo returning its verdict acqult-
ting Thaw and his codefendants, the
Jury labored all night and until 12:20
o'clock this afternoon. The verdict was
reached quickly after the reading of
that portion of Thaw's testimony which
concerned his intent in escaping from

. (Continued on Second Page.)

BRITISH SUCCESSES DUE
TO THEIR ARTILLERY

Heavy Guns Open Way Tor Advance
to and Beyond Village of Xeuve

('Impede.

AIMED AT <il£KM\N TRKN<HK.S

Kxcept in One or Two 1*1aces, Infan¬
try (iocs Forward Without Difli-
culty.Russians Stubbornly Resist
Movement Against. I'rzasnysz.
I.ON DON*, March 13 (11:05 P. M.)..

British successes of the last few days
wore clue to their artillery, which ap¬
parently is superior to that of the i.ier-

mnns, according t>> the story of the
"British eyewitness" issued to-night.
The British kuiis, including heavy
howitzers, opened the way for an ad¬
vance by the British Indian troops,
which carried them to and beyond the
village of Neuve Chapelle, while air¬
men, by dropping bombs on the rail¬
ways, prevented the Germnns from
bringing up re-enforcements.
The artillery tiro is described as the

fiercest that has yet been heard in the
war, and confirms what heretofore had]
officially been rumored.that the Brit¬
ish and French have brought up. since]
the battle of Ypres, an enormous num¬
ber of guns of all calibers. The Her¬
man trenches on which the artillery
tire was directed are completely
wrecked, so that, except in one or two
places, which had virtually been con¬
verted into fortresses, the infantry
was able to advance without much
difficulty.
si rrr.ss iii-:autkns

llltlTISH TIIOOI'S
The success has greatly heartened

the itritish troops, who have spent the
winter in the trenches, and gives them
hope that when the great general move¬
ment is decided upon they will be able
to carry all before them.
The Germans, according to reports,

already are sending large numbers of
troops to I'M.anders. in the belief that
a general offensive by the allies has
been begun.

i The Impression here, however, is that
the British thrust was only part of
the allied strategy, which aims at keep¬
ing the Germans busy on both fronts,

( thus preventing them from conccntrut-
ing at any one point.
Concurrently, the French continue(their offensive in Champagne and the

Vosges, ,'ind are strengthening the
ground which they have won In re-
cent battles.

J m the oast the German offensive
against I'rz.asnysz is not developing as
fast as anticipated. The Itussians are'offering stubborn resistance to their
advance along parallel roads, and,lowing to inability of the Germans to
intrench in the frozen ground, have,
according to the i'etrograd reports,
thus far had the advantage in the pre-
limlnary fighting. In fact, the Ger-

I mans are said to have withdrawn their
front to the north of I'rzasnynz.
I'lUH'liKli IN ritfllillKSS

IN THH CA ItPATH IA N S
Heavy lighting is in progress in the

Carpathians, despite snowstorms andj deep drifts.
Heavy fog has interfered with

operations of the allied fleets against
the Dardanelles, but the ships have

i kept up the bombardment of the forts
at flu lair, through which re-enforce-
incuts, provisions ami ammunition for
the fortifications in the strait must

j pass. Thoy also prevented the Turks
from strengthening the forts at the
entrance to the strait and before
Smyrna, which had previously been de-
stroyed or damaged.
The British admiralty announced to¬

night that of eighty-eight British ves-

(.Continued on Second Page.)

SEVERAL BRITISH
SHIPS TORPEDOED
By GERMAN BOATS

Collier Invergyle and the
Steamer Indian Head
Go to Bottom.

MEMBERS OF CREWS
ARE REPORTED SAVED

Since March 10, Seven English
Vessels Have Been

Attacked.

SAFETY OF SOME IX DOUBT

Total of Eighty-Three Destroyed or

Captured Is War's Toll
to Date.

German Submarine?
Particularly Active

GKHMA.V submarines have lireii
particularly active In Hritisli

water*, with the result that seven
llrltlsli H(rnmer<i have heen tor¬
pedoed since .March l(>. Two of
them at least have k<>'>c to the hot-
toil*.the collier Inverpyle anil the
IiMiA<n t'lty, the latter a new
steamer, of nearly :i,HOO tons, Inden
with cotton from taiil vestou.

Two others, the Kloraxan anil the
A nilaluslan, may have hren mink,
hut that hits not heen contlrnieil, al¬
though their crews are reported to
hnve heen rescueil. The other three
are helleveil to hnve heen toned to
port.

t'p to March lO, from the heRiti-
nIiiK of the war, ciKhty-clKht llrlt¬
lsli merchnnt vessels were sunk or

captured, twelve of them IicIiik de¬
stroyed hy mines and twenty-two
by submarines. In addition, nine¬
teen tiNhiui; vessels were hlown up
hy mines iinil tweuty-elKht captured
hy hostile craft.

All olllclnl reports of liind opera¬
tions Indicate comparative ciulct
prevails ulong the various hattle
fronts. The llrltlsli have held the
g:roiiud they recently Knitted ahout-v
.JV'euve t'Iui|irlle, while oiv. the-
milliliter of the front 1 n the went
there lias heen little lieyontl artil¬
lery flritiK.

A llrltlsli "eyewll uess," In ile-
scrihliiK operations around Xcuve
t'hapelle, ilescrilies the homlinril-
iiiciit hy tlic allies' artillery as the
most terrific of the whole war.

L.ONDOX, .March IS < 10:35 P. M.)..
Tlio admiralty announced to-night that
the British collier Invergyle was tor¬

pedoed to-day off Cresswell, lOngland,''
ami sunk. All the members of the
ere .v were saved.
The admiralty announcement says

that since the 10th of March seven
British merchant steamers had been
torpedoed by submarines. Two of
these, it is stated, were sunk, and of
two others it is said that "the sinking
'.s not continued." Three were not
sunk.
The two steamers ofliciall.v reported

sunk are the lnvergyle and the Indian
City, which was torpedoed off the

[ Scilly Islands on March 12. The crew
of the Indian City was reported
rescued.
The two steamers whos>' reported

sinking is not yet officially confirmed
are the Florazan. which was torpedoed

j at th'' mouth of the Bristol Channel on
March 11, all of her crew being1 landed

I at Milfordhaven, with the exception of
one fireman, and the Andalusian, which
was attacked off the Scilly Islands on
March 12. The crew of the latter
vessel is reported to have been rescued.
The Andcnwen was torpedoed in the

Knglish Channel on March 11, and has
j since been towed into Cherbourg. Her
crew was landed at Brisbane The
steamer Headlands was torpedoed on
March 12 off the Scilly Islands. It is
reported that her crew was saved
The steamer Hartdale was torpedoed

on March 13 off South Bock, in the
Irish Channel. Twenty-nine members
of her crew were picked up and two
were lost.

S'l l'.AMKBS TOHPKDOKI)
Ol-'K SC1I.IA ISI.AMls

I'ENZAN'CR, March 13 (via London)
j.The British steamers Indian ,Cit>.
Headlands and Andalusian were tor-
pedoed off the Scilly Islands on Kridaj
morning by the Herman submarine
C-20. The Indian City was sunk, but
no lives were lost.

Describing his experiences. Captain
Williams, of the Indian City, said:

I "At 7:30 o'clock on Friday inorninK
when nine miles south of St. Mary's
Island, 1 sighted what I thought was
the periscope of a submarine 300 yards
away. The submarine dived and came
up astern.

"I kept the steamer going, but the
submarine caught up with it, and
through the megaphone the commander;
told me to put up my tlag. I hoisted
the Herman ensign. The conur.andei '

then told us to get into the !>ojtt
which we did. He then blew up the
steamer."
The Indian City was a new vessel,

and was on her maiden voyage.
Of the seven steamers mentioned in

the admiralty statement, two, tha
Andcnwen and the Hartdale, :ire not
mentioned in marine records. Corl-

! cernlng the other five, these fiicts are

j given:
( The Indian City was a new steamer
.of 2,021 tons. She was on her way
from Halveston for Havre with her
first cargo, which consisted of I4,0v<

I bales of cotton. She sailed from


